Georgia White-nose Syndrome (WNS) Response Plan
Last Revised: October 18, 2016

White Nose Syndrome (WNS) is a disease that affects bats hibernating in caves (and mines) in
the Eastern United States. It was first discovered in New York in 2006 and by the winter of 2013
had spread south to Alabama and west to Oklahoma. It is estimated that 5.5 to 6.5 million bats
have died from the disease, including some species of high conservation concern. The disease is
characterized by white fungus (Pseudogymnoascus destructans) on the wing membranes and
noses of affected hibernating bats. For more information on this disease, please visit the US Fish
and Wildlife Service webpage at http http://whitenosesyndrome.org/. This plan is part of a
national effort to combat this deadly disease and follows recommendations in the National WNS
Plan (http://whitenosesyndrome.org/national-plan/white-nose-syndrome-national-plan).

This document applies to the following bat genera in Georgia: Myotis, Perimyotis, Eptesicus,
Corynorhinus, Nycticeius, and Tadarida, though so far WNS has not been documented in
Corynorhinus, Nycticeius, and Tadarida.

I.  Cooperators. The mission of monitoring, survey, regulation and research cannot be met by a
single entity. The response to WNS will require cooperation from state and federal
government and the private sector. Cooperators or partners include:

a. State Agencies: Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GA DNR), Southeastern
Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS), Georgia Department of Community
Health, Division of Public Health (DPH)

b. Federal: US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), US Forest Service (USFS),
Department of Defense (DOD)

c. Universities: University of Georgia (UGA), Clayton State University (CSU)

d. Non-Government Organizations (NGOs): Southeastern Bat Diversity Network
(SBDN), Bat Conservation International (BCI), GA Bat Working Group (GBWG),
GA Wildlife Federation (GWF), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Southeastern Cave
Conservancy, Inc. (SCCI), Georgia Speleological Survey (GSS), Georgia grottos,
private landowners

II. Pre-WNS Activities
a. Increase Awareness:

i.  GA DNR will develop a WNS webpage on the GA DNR website with
information, links to other sites and a section for reporting unusual die-offs
or WNS suspect bats. COMPLETED SEE:
(http://www.georgiawildlife.com/WNS)

ii.  GA DNR will develop a protocol for disseminating information to personnel
within the agency. COMPLETED



iil.

1v.

GA DNR will announce completion of the plan through a press release and
social media venues, and attempt to get media coverage. COMPLETED

GA DNR will create an email list of interested parties to provide the most
updated information in a timely manner. COMPLETED

GA DNR will develop presentations and make them available on the
website. These will be available to all cooperators for presentations about
bats and the disease to grottos, the general public and other interested
groups. ONGOING

b. Prevent the Spread of the Disease / Early Detection

1.

ii.

1il.

1v.

Vi.

All people visiting caves or mines in Georgia should follow the USFWS
Disinfection Protocol for Bat Field Research/Monitoring (Appendix A).

All people working with bats in Georgia should follow the USFWS
Disinfection Protocol for Bat Field Research/Monitoring (Appendix A).

GA DNR and cooperators will develop signs summarizing the WNS issue
and decontamination protocols for posting at cave kiosks, cave entrances,
etc.

All scientific research permitees and other personnel who work with bats in
GA must evaluate all captured bats using the Reichard Wing Damage Index
(WDI) (Appendix B).Any bats scoring a 2 or higher on the WDI must be
reported to GA DNR. Data/material to be collected should include:

1. Photographing wing damage and submitting the photo to GA DNR
(include date, location, animal identification number and species)

2. Taking tissue or fluid samples from live animals, if possible, and
submitting them to SCWDS and notifying GA DNR.

3. Ifresources are available, consider using radio telemetry to track the
bat.

Unusual bat die-offs should be reported to GA DNR. GA DNR biologists
and cooperators will collect bats from abnormal die-offs and submit those
bats to SCWDS using forms in Appendix C.

All wildlife rehabilitators who rehabilitate or transport bats must adhere to
the following procedures:

1. Use the USFWS Disinfection Protocol (Appendix A) and isolate all
colonial bats. [Draft rehabilitation protocol is available for WNS
positive bats]

2. Do not release any WNS positive bats as they may spread the fungus
to unaffected healthy bats. Many states now prohibit bat rehabilitation.



3. Identify bats with significant wing damage and use the Reichard Wing
Damage Index (WDI) (Appendix B). Document any bats scoring a 2
or higher on the WDI and report to GA DNR. Data/material to be
collected should include:

a. Photographing the wing damage and submitting to GA DNR
(include date, location, animal identification number and species)

b. Taking tissue or fluid samples from live animals, if possible, and
submitting to SCWDS and notifying GA DNR.

vii.  GA Dept. of Community Health routinely receives bats from across the state
for rabies testing. Staff is requested to conduct WDI on bats if they don’t
save them for submission to SCWDS. Bats that are not positive for
rabies, but show signs of WNS should be refrigerated or frozen and
submitted to SCWDS. GA Dept. of Community Health will notify GA
DNR if any bats w/ visible fungus are received.

c. Increase Pre-WNS Baseline Bat Population Information
i.  Acoustic Baseline Surveys

1. Establish Routes in different parts of the state, with northern GA as a
priority. ONGOING

2. Work with other agencies/landowners/volunteers to coordinate survey
efforts. ONGOING

ii.  Continue netting efforts across the state. Establish/maintain population
survey information via DNR bat research coordinator. ONGOING

iii.  Continue Monitoring known Summer Roost Sites ONGOING

iv.  No large winter hibernacula are known in Georgia. Gather information from
the research and caving community to document any significant sites. If
significant hibernacula are confirmed, establish winter monitoring as
appropriate. ONGOING, SEVERAL NEW HIBERNACULA HAVE
BEEN IDENTIFIED.

III. Management or Regulatory Actions — Pre-WNS

a. GA DNR recommends that users temporarily reduce caving activities in the state to
prevent the spread of White-nose Syndrome (WNS). If you must visit caves, follow
the UFWS decontamination protocol (Appendix A).

b. The USFS has issued an emergency order banning public entry or use of caves and
mines in the southeast on USFS lands.



IV.

a.

c. GA DNR encourages other landowners to consider suggesting that users temporarily
reducing caving activities on their properties and follow USFWS decontamination
protocols (Appendix A).

d. The USFWS Disinfection Protocol for Bat Field Research/Monitoring (Appendix A)
and Reichard Wing Damage Index (WDI) (Appendix B) must be used by all bat
researchers in order to retain their GA DNR scientific research permit.

e. GA DNR and cooperators will encourage cavers to respect public and private land
cave closure advisories.

Post-WNS

Communications Plan

L.

ii.

iii.

1v.

Public reporting of WNS suspect bats can be done through the GA DNR
website or SCWDS.

SCWDS should immediately report any WNS positive bats to GA DNR by
telephone (contacts listed in Appendix D).

GA DNR and other personnel who find WNS suspect bats should immediately
report them to appropriate GA DNR contacts (contacts listed in Appendix D)
and submit bats to SCWDS (forms in Appendix C).

In the event that a WNS positive bat is confirmed, GA DNR should
immediately be notified and the established call protocol should be enacted
(Appendix D). GA DNR public affairs staff will coordinate media outreach.

b. Management or Regulatory Actions — Post-WNS

C.

L.

ii.

iii.

1v.

GA DNR continues to recommend that users temporarily reduce caving
activities in the state to prevent the spread of White-nose Syndrome (WNS).
If you must visit caves, follow the UFWS decontamination protocol
(Appendix A).

GA DNR will continue to encourage other landowners to consider suggesting
that users temporarily suspend caving activities on their properties and follow
USFWS decontamination protocols (Appendix A).

All individuals working with or trapping bats in Georgia must continue to
follow the USFWS Disinfection Protocol for Bat Field Research/Monitoring
(Appendix A) on all gear. Soft equipment or any equipment that cannot be
decontaminated cannot be used at more than one site.

The caving community is encouraged to abide by all cave closures on public
and private lands

General Actions - Post-WNS



ii.

1ii.

1v.

Evaluate non-related research that involves handling of bats to determine if
these efforts are likely to be beneficial or detrimental. Continue acoustic
surveys of same route(s) for rough population trends.

Cooperate with other states & researchers in gathering samples or monitoring
information as requested.

Continue monitoring summer roost sites (no cave entry necessary).

Evaluate and consider various proposed treatment options as they develop, if
necessary

Information in the Georgia WNS Plan will be updated no less than every 6 months to
reflect emerging knowledge and information.



APPENDIX A

White-nose Syndrome Decontamination Protocols (April 12, 2016)
(https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/topics/decontamination)
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APPENDIX B

Wing-Damage Index Used for Characterizing Wing Condition of Bats Affected by White-nose
Syndrome

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/PDF/Reichard_Scarring%20index%20bat%20wings.pdf
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APPENDIX C
Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS) WNS Surveillance Form

http://vet.uga.edu/population_health_files/WNS-surveillance-submission-form2014.pdf
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APPENDIX D

External Call List — To be distributed in the public WNS Response Plan

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

USFWS WNS Page: http://whitenosesyndrome.org/

GA WNS Page: http://www.georgiawildlife.com/WNS

USGS Fort Collins Science Center WNS Page: http://www.fort.usgs.gov/WNS/

Bat Conservation and Management WNS Page: http://www.batmanagement.com/wns/wns.html
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