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Bdd eagle (Tom Wilson/Georgia Nature Photographers Association)

Thenatural world providegountlessbenefits to human health, webeing and prosperityyet & wildlife
and their habitats disappean America those benefits aréost. And our nation suffers.

More than 12,00Gpeciesin the U.S. are considered in dmeedof conservation.Unfortunately,there is
no dedicated funding t@onservethese specieand help prevent thousands from becoming endangered.

wSO2 @SNA Y I | Y S Nshh® msweérto thdt crisis Ph& danatksthé mostcrucialinvestment
in wildlife conservation imur generation It will fund proactivework to restorewildlife, stimulating our
economy expandingoutdoor recreation anaonservingour natural heritage fofuture generations

In2@0,D S 2 NH A WildBfebRegddrces Divisiarceived $.39 million in State and Tribal Wildlife
Grans. Thisallowed usto makeheadwayin consening our 640 atriskspecies and hatats. Butthe
funding isless than 5%f whatis needed tocarry outD S 2 NBtatéWildlife Action Plapwhichguides
effortsto conservewildlife and wildland$efore they become rarer and more costly to restore.

Other states facehte same challengénildlife agencies and partnecsinnotkeep upwith species in
declineq to understand thé uniqueneeds andlo the broadscalework requiredto stabiliz populations.

The followingpagesshowwhat Georgiacouldachievethrough Recovering America's Wildlife ABassage

will reap benefits tenfolchere and across the natiokeepng specieff the endangeredist, creating

jobs, strengtheninghatural infrastructureand protecting vital ecosystenservicessuch as pollination and

water filtration. The actwill alsoboostthe outdoor recreation economynd addwildlife-viewing
opportunities,providingmillions of jobs andontributingbillions in consumer spending. i Q& y 2 g2y |
that in 2021Georgid Begislaturaunanimouslyapproved a resolution urging Congress to pass the act.
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Working for Wildlife

ConservingHabitats on Private Lands

Redcockaded woodpecker; right, DNR staff working with a landov@ieR

More than 90% of the land in Georgia is privately owrneohd conversioresultingin habitat lossis the
leadingthreat to the resiliencyof wildlife in the state

To conservaigh-priority specieg including animals, plants and insethat pollinate plantsg it isvital to

provide private landowners witinformation aboutthe wildlife on their property ane&nhanceheir ability

to manage the habitats those speciesnéled. § K2 dzZ3 K 5bwQa 2Af REATFTS wSa2 dz
servicesinteresthas grown so mucstaff is unable to meet the demand.

2 A0K wSO2 @SNy 3 | WildlifeResbuizawill StrerigiRen preb&ibedfi@ progrars,
helpinglandownersand communitiestatewideby reducinghe risks associated with catastrophic
wildfires and enhancingabitat for native plants and animal&rivate landownersland managersand
consultantswill also be providedools, educationtrainingand incentivego spurtheir use ofkey
management actions in firdependentuplands wetlands and othepriority habitats

Using the Working Lands for Wildlife modghff willteamwith the USDANatural Resources
Conservation Serviand private landowners tapplyconservation practicewith incentives available
through Farm Bill program®&rograms such as the Forestry for WildHartner$ip, Safe HarboProgram
and Candidate Conservation Agreements ldllexpanded tgrovidetechnical support fovoluntary
conservatiomragreementsenefiting high-priority specieon private lands.

Partners:Private landownersGeorgia Forestry CommissioNRCSIhe Nature ConservangyrheOrianne
Society,Tall Timbes and theU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Benefits A Local jobsnvolvingtechnical guidance and habitatanagement A Lesgiskof catastrophic
wildfires A Healthierpollinator populationsfor agriculture A Improved habitatfor recreational use

A Enhanced capacity for private lands to capture, use and stargon

EstimatedFederal Funds$2.5 millionayearfor staffing, equipment and partnesupport
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Working for Wildlife
Combatingllegal Wildlife Trade
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Federally game warden (DNR)

Georgia DNR game wardens have protected wildlife through education and enforcement for decades.
With the growing illicit trade in wildlife centered on nongame speciethey are investigating more
nongame violations. However, because of limited fundimg,isstill a small grcentageof their work.

The llegal commercialization of wildlife exceeds $19 billion a year in the U.S., trailing only guns, drugs and
KdzYly avYdzZa3tAy3aoe ¢KAA gAfREAFTS GNIRS Aa RiFanSy O:
has uncovered networks of blaokarket wildlife dealers in the state and region.

2A0K wSO2@SNAyYy3 | Thealditiahal furding cauplédiwithTesentegDlatofy changes
targeting the trade imongame, wilhelp our game wardensurtail the illegalcollection of animals and
plants,andallow theLaw Enforcement Divisido invest in intelligence and monitorirfgcused on
international tradethat is depletingGeorgiawildlife. Also, for thesale and transport of vasive and
injurious specie®NRregulates, the act will provide for moréraining,needed equipment for patrols and
investigations, additional monitoring, armmmunity outreactio inform the public aboutegulations.

Partners DNR Law Enforcement Divisj@eorgiaDepartment of AgriculturedUGA Center for Invasive
Species and Ecosystem HealHeorgia Forestry Commissidd.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviaadprivate
landowners

Benefits A Increased enforcement and community outreagh Equipmentpurchases from local
vendors for patrolA More robustinvestigations involvingare gecies A Reducedllegal collection and
tradein nativewildlife A Fewernegativeimpacts from importiginvasive species

EstimatedFederal Funds$2.7 millionayear for staffing, equipment and supplies.
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Working for Wildlife
BoostingUrban Outreach and Planniigreen Growth

Birding in Atlanta; DNoIogisthIps childrerat a butterfly release (DNR)

Georgia ione of thefastest growing stats in theU.S, with a population thatalready exceesl10.7
million andis expandingexponentiallyin size andliversty. Engaging urban and suburbagsidentscan
have lasting impacts on the conservation choiods/idualsand communitiesmake
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importance of healthy ecosystems can positiedfgct NS & A Realjh @rid @elbeing as well as the
conservation ohativewildlife andnatural habitats

2A0K wSO2@SNAY 3 | Expandin@ IKSa 2 A X RRAFBS wWHERPMENBD S & 5A 3.
Programwill provide enhance@nd criticatechnical assistance to met@mmunities across the state. At

the same timewe will be able togivetechnical assistance tmunicipal planning and recreation

departments supporing theirefforts toincorporate greerspace wildlife habitatcorridorsand managed

forestsin the urban/suburban landscape

OurWildlife Viewing Grants Programilidbe scaled ugo provideneededfundingfor creaing and
upgradingaccessiblavildlife-viewing opportunitieson publicand private lands.Informed bysurveydata,
educationandoutreach programsvill betargetedto the needs of urba@and suburban communities
providing those Georgiarthe recreation and wildlifeviewing ogortunitiesthey lack

Partners:Localcommunitiesand schoolsconsultants GeorgiaAudubon 5 b w@astal Resourcesnd
Parksand Historic Sitedivisiors, UGA Warnell Schoof Forestry and Natural Resour¢c&gorgia
Forestry Commissigiseorgia Conservancgeorgia Wildlife Federatigritlanta Botanical Garden, State
Botanical Gardeonf Georgiaandindividual and corporate landavers.

Benefits A Jobs forlocalcontractors consultants andjovernmens A Improvededucation and health
outcomesfor residents A Newoutdoor recreation and ecotourism opportunities Greater
understanding of wildlifeA More effective conservation of highuality natural habitatsn and around
urban/suburbanareas A Improvedengagementrelevancy and trusbetweenDNRand constituerts

Estimated Federal Funds$1.5 million ayearfor urban programming,esearch planning anccontracts.
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Working for Wildlife
DeployingWatershed Conservation Teams
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DNR mussel survey; right, federally threatened goldline darter (DNR)
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fishes, mussels and snails. Reflecting this status, Georgia ranks among the top five states in native species

HoweverGeorgia is also a leader in-ask aquatidife. About a quarter of the fishes and musdelsndin
the state along with a third ofrayfishesare imperiled or critically imperile@estoring thesespeciesand
their habitats isvital, andit involveswater-quality implications that will helgpeople and communities

2 A 0K wS 02 @S N dgiifa Act: Thé WildlifeIREsaurces/Division will carry out needed measures
through regional teams targeting priority watersheds and species of greatest conservation need identified
Ay DS2NBALF Q& {0 (&eréghois@rid ivaieBshedsdrthezstfCodsd, Tayfafpoosia Knd
Tennessee drainagesiortheast (Blue Ridge portions of the Tennessee, Savannah and Chattahoochee),
Atlantic (Piedmont and Coastal Plains portions of the Savannah, Ogeechee and Altagdha),
(Apalachicole&Chattahoocheérlint basin downstream of Atlanta, plus the Ochlockonee and Suwanee) and
coastal(Satilla and St. Marys and coastal parts of the Altamaha, geeand Savannah).

Activities willvary from monitoring species to restoring ripariareasand providingtechnicalsupport to
minimizethe impact of infrastructure projectsimproveaquaticconnectivity and expand water trails

Partners The extensive networkequired for thisapproachwill include Aabama Aquatic Biodiversity
Center,U.S. Geological Surv&eorgia Cooperativeish andVildlife Research UniGeorgia Department
of TransportationGeorgia River Network;eorgia Water PlanningeBions, The Nature Conservandje
Natural Resources Conservation ServiRigerkeepes, Tennessee Aquarium Conservation InstitWi&A
River Basin Centand other academic institutiorsnd local governments

Benefits A Watershed conservation actiorisat enhancewater quality for human uses and decrease
water treatmentcosts A Economic gains fautdoor gear manufacturers, outfitters and local
communitiesfrom developingaquaticsrelated recreationabpportunities A Reducing the need to
federallylist speciesand promoting recovery thatanlead to downlisting or delisting species

Estimatal Federal Funds$2.75 milliona yea, including abou$250,000per basin for contracted work
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Working forWildlife

Adding and Upgradingducation Centers
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Campfire cooking at Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center; rigf8mithgall Woods program (DNR)

Educationisakepart2 ¥ DS2 NBHA | Q& { U | Th8 lorfgtérmh sutcass & cohsériafiod y t |
efforts in the state depnds oni K S LXkizowledg® &héppreciationof D S 2 NHildlife@efources

Workingwith schoolsystemsRegionaEducationaServiceAgenciesand other state and federalagencies,
the Wildlife Resources Divisimranagesseven regional education cente@harlie Elliothear Mansfield
Go Fish{Perry) Smithgall Woodg¢Helen) Arrowhead(Armuchee) McDuffie(Dearing) Grand Bay
(Valdosta)and Sapelo Islandkacilityresourcesand staffingat the centersvary greatly

2 A0K wSO2@SNAy3 | WildlifefResburcawill expdnde network fror seven tanine
centers,addingeducation centersn west andsouthwest Georgighrough partnerships withocal schools
and other organization€Each center alswill be improved ¢ with upgradedclassrooms and exhibits,
outdoor pavilionstrailsandother instructional areag and staffedfull-time to meet theeducation needs
of children and adults. Staffapacity will be enhanced farovide moreclasses and programs <ite, had
public eventsandincreaseoutreach atiocal and regional festivals

Supportalsowill be strengthened for #orts to provide training foDNR stafind partner organization
programson conservation topics relevant to State Wildlife Action Plan goals.

Partners:Local schoolspublic and private collegesesearch institutios, the Georgia Wildlife Federation,
other DNRdivisions Parks and Historic SiteSoastal Resourcesd Law Enforcemenf the
Environmental Education Alliance of Georgiadthe Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies

Benefits A Localjobs andinternships in educatiomand outreach plusfor facility maintenance
A Enhanced taining for teachers, studentthe publicand DNR staffa Increasednvolvement in
outdoor recreation A Greater understanding@nd support fomaturalresourcesandtheir conservation

EstimatedFederal Funds$2.5 millionayear, including capital improvements, staffing and contracts
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Working for Wildlife

Mapping Habitats an@€onservatiorCorridors
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Montane longleaf pine; right, Wildlife Action Plan greenway ¢

orridors (DNR)

Georgiahas awide range ofhabitats, from Blue Ridgéountainforeststo barrierislandbeaches. This
wealth ofhabitatssupportssignificant wildlife diversity, includinganyrare animal and plant species

A dynamic statewide habitahapis crucial for planningour economic and conservation futut€énowing
0KS SEGSYy(d 27F DS zanmproveprojevt blandigdreberviig tideiost kate and
sensitiveareasalong withmore common habitatsall helpingempower communities and our economy.

2 A0K wSO2@SNAyYy 3 | Théphdagyfodsiis dtatefviteinappiryy and iweitory of high
priority habitats to inform local, state and regiorlahd conservation effortsGeorgia is at the nexus of
the Southeast, touchinfive states andall five major ecoregiondVith awell-plannedconservation
network, Georgia can achieve a connectattilife corridor system that benefiwildlife and people.

Thea S LR GSYdArt 3IANBSysglea | NB ARSy. WwarkwitStke GeofgiaD S 2 NH
Department of Transportson, developers and local governments will kyto enhancingconnectivity
andconserving our natural resource& gate corridor working groupwill helpguide ths process.

Partners:The Longleaf Allianc&he Nature Conservanciyhe Jone€enterat Ichauwaythe University of
Georgia, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, SnBeqof DefenseGeorgia DOT
Open Space Institute, The Conservation Fund, local governments, private landcamedevelopers.

Benefits A Greater understanding of natural habitata Promotion of sustainable economic
development, improvd land-use planning anécotourism A Economic boost fromew hunting,
fishing, birdngand otheroutdoor recreationopportunities A Improved qualiy of life for Georgians

Estimated Federal Fund$750,000a year, including staffing, mapping, analysis and outteac
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Working for Wildlife

Managing Habitats on State Lands with Teamwork

Managing a controlld burn; right, restoration by fire (DNR)

On state lands,astoring and maintainingmportant habitats¢ sud as longleaf pine forests and
woodlands, sandhill scrulpastalPlain bogs, cypress ponds, prairies, outcrops and baregmanaritime
forestsc isvital to consering manyat-risk species anchaintainingD S 2 NBA I Q4 Ay ONBRAOGE S

At the center of this work is prescribed fire, the most effective habitat management tool for many of
DS2NHAIF Qa aLISOASa 2F O02yaSNBIiAzy O2yOSNy®

2 A 0K wSO2@SNAyYy 3 | Thowililife Résaurcés Difogrvillicreak regidnal management
teams toleadhabitat restoration orwildlife management areas, parks and other stiteds.Along with
prescribed fireemphasis will be placed on resbog native groundcoveand controllingnvasive species
that degrade habitat quality.

Teans ofwildlife technicianstationed in eacldivision region will manage state lands, addressing
invasive plants and animals (primarféyal hogs) conducing controlled burnsandrestoring native plant
communities Research on theesultswill inform further efforts and adaptive management.

Partners:The Nature Conservancy¥he Orianne SocietyheLongleaf AllianceZoastal WildscapesSiSDA
Forest and Animalral Plant Healthnspection serviced).S. Fish and Wildlife Servjt¢ke University of
GeorgiaJones Center at Ichauwabraham Baldwin Agricultural Collegad otherresearch institutions,
GeorgiaForestry Commissioh b wHRagks and Historic Sitesd Coastal Resourcebvisiors, Georgia
Department of Transportationand theU.S Department of Defense

Benefits A Newjobs in habitat managements Increased ales of equipment and supplies
Enhanced hunting, fishing and otheutdoor recreation opportunitiesA Reduced wildfire threatsto
state andnearbyprivate lands A Greater support for prescribefire andnatural habitatsmanagement

EstimatedFederal Funds$2.3 million ayear, including alaries, equipmenand contracted work
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