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8 LIFE CYCLE

of a Butterfly

Butterflies have four life stages: 1) egg,
2) larva, 3) pupa (chrysalis), and 4) adult.
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Milkweed and other native butterfly host plants have been
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throughout the U.S. and southern Canada.
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migrate to Mexico for the winter. The Slow, sailing flight Fast, erratic flight

Black band on hind wings

following spring, these butterflies fly Some scientists are concerned the spread of tropical milkweed Slightly larger

northward, many crossing Georgia. (Asclepias curassavica) in the U.S. has negative impacts on
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On the cover: Black Swallowtail larva (Vicki DeLoach) and Easter Tiger Swallowtail (John Flannery)
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4 GOSSAMER-WINGS

4 BRUSHFOOTS

Summer Azure

Eastern Tailed Blue

Variegated Fritillary

Gulf Fritillary

HOST PLANT
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Winged Sumac
(Rhus copallinum)

Rose Mallow
(Hibiscus moscheutos)

Dogwood
(Cornus florida)

New Jersey Tea
(Ceanothus americanus)

Bush Clover
(Lespedeza virginica)

Common Hackberry
(Celtis occidentalis)

Birdfoot Violet
(Viola pedata)

Passionflower
(Passiflora incarnata)

ADULT

Mourning Cloak

1

Question Mark

HOST PLANT

New England Aster
(Symphyotrichum novae-angliae)

Common Hop Vine
(Humulus lupulus)

Wild Petunia
(Ruellia caroliniensis)

Wild Cherry
(Prunus serotina)

: /4
Black Willow
(Salix nigra)

Black Willow
(Salix nigra)

False Nettle
(Boehmeria cylindrica)

False Nettle
(Boehmeria cylindrica)

ADULT

Pussy Toes
(Antennaria plantaginifolia)

Thistle
(Cirsium altissimum)

Carpet Grass
(AxoNnopus compressus)

Water Oak
(Quercus nigra)

Wild Senn
(Senna marilandica)

Partridge Pea
(Chamaecrista fasciculata)

4 WHITES, SULPHURS, SKIPPERS

Wild Senna
(Senna marilandica)

o
Cabbage White (native to Europe)

Cabbage
(Brassica oleracea)

LARVA HOST PLANT

American Wisteria
(Wisteria frutecens)

N

False Indigo Bush
(Amorpha fruticosa)

Teal Lovegrass
(Eragrostis hypnoides)

Spicebush
(Lindera benzoin)
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4 SWALLOWTAILS

Pawpaw Tree
(Asimina triloba)

Golden Alexander
(Zizia aurea)

Pipevine
(Aristolochia tomentosa)

Hercules Club
(Zanthoxylum clava-herculis)

Giant Swallowtail



