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The March 27, 2018 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by Chairman Dee
Yancey.

Chairman Yancey called on Jon Ambrose, Chief of Nongame Conservation, Wildlife Resources
Division.

Mr. Ambrose presented a proposed amendment to fresh-water turtle regulations. He stated
that the Board had been previously briefed on the proposed changes in January of 2018. Mr. Ambrose
went on to state that the demand for U.S. fresh-water turtles has increased significantly in recent years,
leading to a decline in overall fresh-water turtle population. He added that many other southeastern
states have added protections to conserve the populations of fresh-water turtles.

Mr. Ambrose discussed the violations that law enforcement had found regarding fresh-water
turtle regulations. He went on to discuss the proposed changes to fresh-water turtle regulations and
stated the proposed changes were posted publicly and two public comment meetings were held to
discuss the changes.

A motion was made by Mr. Leebern, seconded by Mr. Evans, and carried unanimously that the
Board approve the proposed amendments to fresh-water turtle regulations, chapter 391-4-16.

Chairman Yancey thanked Mr. Ambrose.
Chairman Yancey called on John W. Bowers.

Mr. Bowers gave a briefing on proposed amendments to hunting regulations for WMAs and
other state lands. He stated that the proposal was to delay the start of turkey season on Cedar Creek
WMA for the 2019 turkey season to accommodate an ongoing research project occurring in the WMA.
He went on to state that there is a concern in the lack of productivity among turkey populations in the
area during the spring season. He added that spring season should go along with peak egg laying, and
that the 2018 season appears to be ahead of that mark. He further stated that the research project can
determine the cause of this anomaly and justifies the proposed delay to the start of the 2019 turkey
season in Cedar Creek WMA.

Mr. Bowers gave a briefing on a proposed property amendment to Ohoopee Dunes WMA. Mr.
Bowers stated that the size of the WMA is about to be tripled and the proposed regulation changes
provided for increased archery hunting opportunities, additional firearm deer hunting opportunities,
and substantial increases to small game hunting and turkey hunting opportunities in the area.
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Mr. Bowers stated that these proposals would be publicly noticed with a comment closing date
at the end of April. He further stated that the results of that comment period would be presented to the
Board for their vote on the matter in May.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



