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Russ Pennington, MWC
Jonathan Harding, Georgia Agribusiness Council

The June 28, 2016 meeting of the Law Enforcement Committee was called to order by Chairman
William Bagwell.

Chairman Bagwell called on Duncan Johnson, Jr., Chairman of the Law Enforcement Committee.
Chairman Johnson called on Lieutenant Wayne Hubbard of the Law Enforcement Division’s Special
Permit Unit to introduce the film production wildlife permit and propose a new rule for issuance of the
permit.

Mr. Hubbard stated that House Bill 840 established the Film Production Wildlife Permit in
Georgia. He further stated that the law was passed in response to the growing film industry in Georgia
and the numerous requests for the use of native wildlife in film production. He added that prior to
passage of House Bill 840, no Georgia law was in place to allow this activity.

Mr. Hubbard stated that some of the highlights of the proposed rule are that permit holders
must meet requirements of all applicable local, state, and federal agencies. He further stated that this
permit allows the use of wildlife in film production just as wild animals are currently used. He added that
traditionally wildlife has only been used for educational purposes.

Mr. Hubbard stated that the purpose of this regulation is to protect wildlife and the citizens of
Georgia by establishing regulations for the possession and exhibition of wildlife to be used in the film
industry. He further stated that this regulation provides and establishes permit requirements and
requirements for animal origin, humane care, use and handling, and reporting.

Mr. Hubbard stated that section two of the rule sets the term of the permit, requires the
possession of pre-requisite licenses and sets age and experience requirements. He further stated that
this section of the rule also requires possession of liability insurance, and responsibility for any costs
associated with the escape, capture and disposition of any permitted animal. He added that this section
addresses care, confinement, humane handling, and transportation of permitted animals.

Mr. Hubbard stated that section 3 of the rule defines the animals which may be held under this
permit. He further stated that no animals will be taken from the wild for purposes of this permit. He
added that this section also requires rabies pre-exposure criteria for handlers of rabies vector species
animals.

Mr. Hubbard stated that section 3 also sets health certificate and micro-chip I.D. requirements.

He further stated that this section requires permit holder to allow inspections and allows Film
Production Wildlife Permit holder to also provide educational programs.
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Mr. Hubbard stated that section 4 of the rule requires reports of previous year activity prior to
renewal, annual veterinary health report, and reporting of injury to animals, handlers or members of the
general public. He further stated that notification is required of transport of permitted animals to
production/education venues and immediate reporting of any escape. He added that an accurate
inventory is to be maintained with the Department and approval must be obtained before any transfer
of permitted animals.

Mr. Hubbard stated that the last section is the penalty section. He further stated that the rule
reads “Film Production Wildlife Permit” holders in violation of this rule shall be subject to revocation or
suspension of their permit in accordance with 0.G.GA. 27-2-25.

Mr. Hubbard stated that the rulemaking timeline begins today with the Board briefing. He
further stated that public hearings will be held during July with the deadline for submitting comments
on August 1, 2016. He added that they will request adoption of the rule by the Board on August 31,
2016.

Mr. Stewart asked if there were any other states who had regulations similar to these. Mr.
Hubbard stated that these regulations do exist in other states, but Georgia’s are some of the most
comprehensive.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



