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The August 30, 2017 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by
Chairman Duncan Johnson.

Chairman Johnson called on Nancy Addison, Chairman of the Coastal Committee. Ms. Addison
called on Doug Haymans, Policy Coordinator for the Coastal Resources Division, to present the proposed
amendments to Coastal Incentive Grant Program Description, Chapter 391-2-5.

Mr. Haymans stated that Georgia participates in the National Coastal Zone Management
Program network and receives approximately $2 million annually from Congress through NOAA. He
further stated that annually, the Coastal Incentive Grant Program (CIG) passes through roughly $800,000
to local governments to the 11 coastal county area, academia, and state agencies with the exception of
the DNR. He added that $19 million in CIGs have been awarded to date and that grant recipients spent
an additional $38 million on jobs, goods, and services.

Mr. Haymans stated that today he brings an action item to adopt the resolution approving the
amendments to the Coastal Incentive Grant Program Description. He further stated that the Board is
authorizing the new themes of the grant program and this is needed to publish to the public that the
grants are available. He added that he requests favorable consideration of the item as presented.

A motion was made by Ms. Thomaston, seconded by Mr. Sinyard and carried unanimously that

the Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments

to Coastal Incentive Grant Program Description, Chapter 391-2-5, as presented.

Ms. Addison called on Doug Haymans, Policy Coordinator for the Coastal Resources Division, for
a briefing on the proposed amendments to Saltwater Fishing Regulations, Chapter 391-2-4 and Fishing
Regulations, Chapter 391-4-3.

Mr. Haymans stated that this rule change is slightly unusual because both the Coastal Resources
Division’s rules and Wildlife Resources Division’s rules are affected. He further stated that this will
update both saltwater and freshwater fishing regulations in regards to commercial fishing. He added
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that commercial fishing in Georgia generates roughly $15 million in ex-vessel value and $40 million in
economic impact to coastal communities.

Mr. Haymans stated that CRD has been monitoring commercial landings since 1989. He further
stated that shrimp, crab, and shellfish dominate the catch by value with shrimping being the number
one. He added that federally managed quotas are partially based on reported landings and under or
non-reported landings can result in lower quotas.

Mr. Haymans stated that there are roughly $1,700 licenses sold in Georgia with the majority
being saltwater licenses. He further stated that there are 127 crabbers permitted, 21 cast nets
permitted, and 261 trawlers permitted. He added that 935 shrimpers check a voluntary box that says
they shrimp, but only 180 that actually report shrimp landings.

Mr. Haymans stated that in the last few years they created a letter of authorization to tighten
down on some of the smaller fisheries. He further stated that they had 100 people check the box for
shad, 140 apply for a free letter of authorization, but only 53 report shad landings. He added that
through the Board rule, with help from the House Bill 208 that passed last session, they are trying to
tighten down on the universe of folks who are in commercial fisheries and who would be responsible for
reporting.

Mr. Haymans stated in House Bill 208, they created a “Seafood Dealer” license and authorized
“Species endorsements.” He further stated that the seafood dealer license creates a true universe of
entities dealing with all species landed in Georgia and provides a validation method for expected
reports. He added that the species endorsements authorizes the Board to create endorsements and that
requiring endorsements allows CRD to identify expected harvesters.

Mr. Haymans stated that this Board rule will modify the definition of “Seafood Dealer” to align
to the legislative definition. He further stated that the rule will define “landed” as a means to bring fish
to shore in this state, regardless of the jurisdiction from which they were taken or harvested. He added
that it removes some duplicate wording to shorten the rule.

Mr. Haymans stated that the rule also includes a couple of housekeeping items to update some
other definitions needed for clarity. He further stated that they consolidated the list of commercial
fishing species endorsements as much as possible. He added that the licenses will be $5 for residents
and $10 for non-residents.

Mr. Haymans stated that House Bill 208 created a Trawler Crew License which means that one
crew can have a license and each individual member does not need one. He further stated that for
freshwater fishing, there is a Lake Seminole gill endorsement, Catfish Basket endorsement, and
Freshwater Mussel endorsement. He added that the catfish basket endorsement was added and is not
in the packet in front of you.
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Mr. Haymans stated that the public notice will go out tomorrow, there will be a public meeting
in Brunswick in September, public comment period will close on October 2, and he will return to the
Board for action on October 25.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



