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The Werpomt d1scussed in th1s V1rtua1 Pubhc
Meeting can be viewed and downloaded from the
Georgia DNR website at:



https://georgiawildlife.com/regulations/meetings
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1. Designate two new streams as Delayed Harvest.
2. Change the dates of the Delayed Harvest Season.

3. Remove size limits for trout in Waters Creek.



Designate Two New Streams as Delayed Harvest

1. Waters Creek
(Lumpkin County)

2. Raccoon Creek
(Paulding County)

Our Rationale: To
expand the Delayed
Harvest program.
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Change the Dates of the Delayed Harvest Season

Opening Date: Change from
November 1 to October 15.

Our Rationale:

v" Provide more angling
opportunities during leat season.

v" Reduce hatchery inventory during
the stressful late-summer and fall

water quality periods.



Change the Dates of the Delayed Harvest Season

Closing Date: Change tfrom
May 14 to April 14.
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Our Rationale:

v" Reduce the density of trout in the S I T
stream to a more sustainable level,
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especially in streams that can warm
early (ex: Morgan Falls DH).

v" Benefit harvest-oriented trout PP
anglers, which make up 77% ot
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trout anglers.



Temperature Etfects on Delayed Harvest

Water Temperature (F) at USGS Gauge 2335880 (Chattahoochee River at I-285 & Powers Ferry; within DH) from
5/6/2016 - 7/18/2023

o 2335880 Quality Fishing (68 F) Warm ternps n
late-winter and
early-spring
coupled with low
flows make for
challenging
fishing
conditions in the
Morgan Falls DH
section. (2016,
2017, 2019)
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First Day in No. Fishing Peak Temperature
May > 62°F Days > 62°F before May 14
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Current Regulation

e 8 fish creel limit

* No tackle restrictions

dAVI1111111Ualll Ol C 1111110 1 UL
. , No size limit.
» Rainbow Frout{22-inches) Our Rationale: To allow harvest
_ of stocked fish after the DH
season.




* Not managed for trophy Wﬁteffg(;gezlgﬁlﬂglefs
trout for PaSt 20+ Year& Trout Abundance & Size

July 17, 2023
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* Fishing pressure has declined .
over the years.
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* Some confusion among respondents about the

C

nattooga River DH.

*C

arification is needed to indicate that the Chattooga

River DH section will be exempt from the proposed
regulation change.

e Our Rationale:

v'SC-DNR is responsible for stocking the DH section.
v'SC-DNR’s regulations are set by the state legislature.



» GEORGIA

OF NATURAL RESO

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION

Trout Delayed Harvest

Regulation Proposals

Official Comments must be submitted via email by
July 28t to:

fm.comments@dnr.ga.gov



Proposal Public Support Public Opposition Comments




	Trout Delayed Harvest �Regulation Proposals
	Slide Number 2
	Trout Delayed Harvest �Regulation Proposals
	Delayed Harvest Proposal
	Designate Two New Streams as Delayed Harvest
	Change the Dates of the Delayed Harvest Season
	Change the Dates of the Delayed Harvest Season
	Temperature Effects on Delayed Harvest
	Water Temperature Trends in the Chattahoochee DH during May 
	Change the Size Limits on Waters Creek
	Current Status of Waters Creek Trout Fishery
	Chattooga River Delayed Harvest Regulation
	Trout Delayed Harvest �Regulation Proposals
	Public Feedback on Delayed Harvest Proposal

