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Common Name: SWAMP PINK

Scientific Name: Helonias bullataLinnaeus

Other Commonly Used Names:none

Previously Used Scientific Namesnone

Family: Heloniadaceae (swamp pink), Melanthiaceae (bumwkf), or Liliaceae (lily)
Rarity Ranks: G3/S1

State Legal Status: Threatened

Federal Legal Status: Threatened

Federal Wetland Status: OBL



Description: Perenniaherb often forming dense patches of large basal rasetisnected by
underground stemkeaves3Y%2 - 12 inches (9 - 30 cm) long and up to 1%2aésd4 cm) wide,
glossy, evergreen, widest above the middle witimieoi tips and tapering bas&em1 - 2 feet
(30 - 60 cm) tall while flowering, taller duringuiiting, rising from the center of each rosette,
stout, hollow.Flowers about inch (1 cm) wide, with 6 pink tepals (3 sepals pegals) and six
blue stamens, in a dense spike of 30 - 50 fradianers at the top of the steffatuit  inch
long, 3-lobed, heart-shaped, papery, with many adngeeds.

Similar Species: In flower, swamp pink is unmistakable. Fly poiggdmianthium
muscitoxicurjy which produces basal rosettes in the same hslisasswamp-pink, has white
flowers and stiff, dull green leaves less thanchi(2.8 cm) wide, with conspicuous veins.

Related Rare Species:None in Georgia.

Habitat: Shady seepage swamps and sphagnum bogs withwalhtisaturated, though not
flooded, soils; often occurs with red maple, puguteherplant, mountain laurel, rosebay
rhododendron, and tag alder.

Life History: Swamp pink is a perennial herb that overwintsra eosette of reddish-brown
leaves. New leaves appear in the early springtlghzefore the flowering stalk elongates, and
continue to enlarge during the spring and summ&an$ pink reproduces primarily by the
spread of rhizomes; less than 15% of plants inangwpink population flower in a given year. If
a plant is going to flower the following springetlower cluster will appear as a large button in
the center of the overwintering rosette. Swamp piag a high level of seed set, with both self-
pollination and cross-pollination producing abunidseeds. However, high seed set and
germination rates are offset by the low numberffogfering plants, low seedling survival, and
slow growth rate. Seeds are dispersed by grawdtyndg beneath the parent plant and
contributing to the clumped distribution of plardsd by ants which are attracted to the fatty
appendages (elaiosomes) on the seeds. Ants carsgéus to their nests where their young eat
the elaiosomes and then discard the seeds in mutiod waste dumps.

Survey Recommendations:Surveys are best conducted during flowering yeagril) and
fruiting (late May—early June). Clumps of wide tfleaves may be identified all year although in
winter the leaves turn reddish-brown and may bddmdoy litter.

Range: Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virgiriéaryland, Delaware, New Jersey,
and New York.

Threats: Conversion of habitat to farmland and pasturduRon runoff and sedimentation into
wetlands. Ditching and draining of wetlands. PoaghEncroachment by shrubs and trees.

Georgia Conservation Status: One population on private land is extant but egeaed. Efforts
to establish plants at other sites are underway.



Conservation and Management RecommendationsAvoid ditching and draining of mountain
wetlands. Prevent polluted runoff into sites. Pebfg#ants from trampling and poaching. Hand-
clear or use occasional fire to reduce woody coitpet
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