Common Name: SLY CRAYFISH

Scientific Name: ProcambarugPennide} versutugHagen)
Other Commonly Used Names:none

Family: Cambaridae

Rarity Ranks: G5/S1

State Legal Status: Rare

Federal Legal Status: none

Description: The sly crayfish is dorsally tan or brown witleam and black markings.
Striking cream-colored stripes run horizontallyrajdhe sides of the carapace and
abdomen. The rostrum bears spines lateral tophentl a central ridge (carina). There
are two distinctive cervical spines on either salehe carapace. The claws are dark, but
the tubercles on the claws are even darker. Themaed is brown and is covered with
black blotches; these black markings form a hotizldmand with irregular edges along

the sides of the abdomen. The areola is 2-3 tirmdsrg as broad and comprises 24 - 28
percent of the total length of the carapace. Mafdhis species may reach a maximum
total body length of over 90 mm (3% inches). Mati@reales are about the same size, but
males have notably larger claws.

Similar Species: The sly crayfish has a distinctive color pattrfife that makes it easy
to distinguish from other crayfishes within in itexge. However, it may be difficult to
distinguish from preserved specimens of the whibetcled crayfishRrocambarus
spiculifen. The dark (vs. white) tubercles of the sly cralyfare a helpful character.



Habitat: The sly crayfisthas been found only in clear, free-flowing streabwsing the
day they are usually found within debris, aquatants (e.g., golden clul@rontium
aquaticum) and washed out root masses along the banks dftg#tomed streams. They
move out over the sand to forage at night. They digwimple burrows into the banks of
streams. This species is usually found in low ptidja) streams, whereas the white
tubercled crayfish in usually found in streams efmnneutral pH. High quality habitat for
the sly crayfish occurs in Pine Knot Creek and o#astern tributaries of Upatoi Creek.

Diet: No studies of the sly crayfish diet are knowray@ishes are considered
opportunistic omnivores and are likely to feed ime ind decaying vegetation, aquatic
insect larvae, small fishes, and dead animal matter

Life History: The only life history information published isufed in notes provided by
Hobbs (1981). Hobbs examined only five specimemsifGeorgia, but in Alabama and
Florida he reported males in reproductive condifrom all months of the year and egg-
bearing females from April to June. Stanton (20416 collected males in reproductive
condition throughout the year in Georgia, but ragricountered egg-bearing females.

Survey Recommendations:Disturbing the substrate around aquatic plantscabris
upstream from a net is productive. Because crawiishypically more active at night,
trapping may also be effective.

Range: The sly crayfish is distributed within the Chatachee River system in
Chattahoochee and Marion counties. With the exoepf a few small creeks draining
directly into the Chattahoochee River from Fort Bieg, Georgia records of the sly
crayfish are restricted to the Upatoi Creek sysfEhis species is also found in creeks
across southern Alabama and in the panhandle afiglo

Threats: The sly crayfish is threatened in Georgia bitall geographic range and
land uses within that range. The Chattahoochee @ dabitat lies within federal
property, the Fort Benning Military Reservation.i§ habitat has been well protected in
the past, but could be threatened by increasethmyiliraining occurring on base. Two of
the best Marion County localities have been impmhbterecent highway construction.

Georgia Conservation Status:Fort Benning has natural resource management
programs in place and has the ability to providesaberable protection to this species.

Conservation and Management RecommendationsConserving populations of the sly
crayfish will require general watershed-level camagon practices, such as protection of
riparian zones and adherence to best managemeticpsafor forestry, agriculture, and
highway construction. Special efforts should be enadprotect important populations in
Black, Juniper, and Pine Knot Creeks. Fort Bensimguld include this species in future
conservation planning efforts. Non-native crayfsskaould never be used for bait.
Instead, anglers should use crayfishes collectad the river system they will be fishing
in and should never release unused bait crayfisk iodo Georgia waters.
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