Common Name: MICHAUX'S ORCHID
Scientific Name: Habenaria quinqueset@Michaux) A. Eaton

Other Commonly Used Names:Michaux’s orchis, long-horned habenaria, longrear false
rein-orchid

Previously Used Scientific NamesHabenaria quinquesetear. quinquesetaOrchis habenaria
LinnaeusO. quinquesetdichaux

Family: Orchidaceae (orchid)



Rarity Ranks: G4G5/S1

State Legal Status: Threatened
Federal Legal Status: none
Federal Wetland Status: FACW

Description: Perenniaherb 8 - 35 inches (20 - 90 cm) taBtem leave< - 10 inches (5 - 25
cm) long, decreasing in size near the top of temstlternate-lowers 3 - 25 in number, in a
leafy spike at the top of the steRetals’s - inch (0.6 - 1.5 cm) long, white, each divided into
2 narrow, up-curved segmentsp petal -3 inch (0.8 - 2 cm) long, white, divided into 3
narrow, down-curved segmeng&pur 1% - 7 inches (4 - 18 cm) long, curving down aetibd
the flower. &palsup to inch long, 1 erect, 2 spreading, oval to obloightlgreen with dark
green stripestruit a capsule ¥ -*tsinch (1.5 - 3 cm) long, held erect on a shortkstal

Similar Species: Water-spider orchidHabenaria repenshas 10 - 50 green flowers in a dense
spike; its flowers are smaller with sepals andlpetaually less than % inch (3 - 7 mm) long and
spur about %2 inch (1.4 cm) long. It occurs in swampd roadside ditches and along stream
edges in the Coastal Plain.

Related Rare Species:More than 30 species of orchids are rare in Gao@n this web site,
see: many-flowered grass-pirRglopogon multifloruy pink lady’s-slipper Cypripedium
acaulg, Kentucky lady’s-slipper@ypripedium kentuckiengeyellow lady’s-slipper
(Cypripedium parvifloruny green-fly Orchid Epidendrum conopseynMichaux’s spider orchid
(Habenaria quinquese}asmall whorled pogonid<otria medeoloides Appalachian twayblade
(Listera smalli), Florida adder's-mouth orchitMalaxis spicaty, southern white fringed-orchid
(Platanthera blephariglottis Chapman's fringed-orchiatanthera chapmanii large purple
fringed-orchid Platanthera grandiflorg, monkeyface orchidRlatanthera integrilabig, purple
fringeless orchidRlatanthera peramoenacrestless plume orchi@®{eroglossaspis ecristata
downy slender ladies-tress&p(ranthes brevilabrjs Florida ladies-tresseSpiranthes
floridana), Great Plains ladies-tress&pi{ranthes magnicamporynthree birds orchid
(Triphora trianthophora.

Habitat: Rich, moist hardwood hammocks; mixed oak - plagvoods; Altamaha Grit
outcrops.

Life History: Michaux’s orchid emerges from an underground taddorm a rosette of small,
glossy leaves in early summer; the flowering steisea from the rosette and produces flowers
in late summer. Although the pollination mechan@Michaux’s orchid flowers has not been
studied, it is likely to be similar to other whitiewered species in this genus which are
pollinated primarily by moths. Michaux’s orchidpsobably pollinated by hawkmoths whose
long tongues are capable of extracting nectar tteerspur. While the moth probes the interior of
the flower, packets of pollen (pollinia) stick teetinsect’s head or proboscis, to be carried to the
flowers that the moth visits next. Michaux’s orckichinute, dust-like seeds are dispersed by



gravity and wind. The seeds are too small to p@widtrients for a developing embryo and form
a symbiotic relationship with a fungus which supplsugars and other growth factors.

Survey Recommendations:Surveys are best conducted during flowering (AtigBeptember).

Range: Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiaestirpated from South Carolina and
Texas; also occurs in Mexico, West Indies, and @éAtimerica.

Threats: Conversion of habitat to agriculture, pastures|, pine plantations; fire suppression;
invasion by exotic pest plants, especially cogasgfimperata cylindrica.

Georgia Conservation Status: Six populations have been observed, 3 are knovavte
survived. One site is protected on a private ngbueserve.

Conservation and Management RecommendationsAvoid mechanical disturbances to soil
and ground layer. Burn pine flatwoods every 2 edrg during growing season. Eradicate exotic
pest plants such as cogon grass.
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