S
_@%

TGEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

COASTAL RESOURCES DIVISION
ONE CONSERVATION WAY * BRUNSWICK. GA 31520 - 912.264.7218
COASTALGADNR.ORG

MARK WILLIAMS DOUG HAYMANS
COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR

t—

OFFICIAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT GEORGIA'S TERRITORIAL SEA (EXTENDING FROM THE SOUND-BEACH
BOUNDARY OUT TO THE 3-MILE LIMIT) FROM THE GEORGIA-SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOUNDARY LINE
IN THE VICINITY OF THE SAVANNAH RIVER NAVIGATIONAL CHANNEL SOUTH TO THE GEORGIA-
FLORIDA BOUNDARY WILL REMAIN OPEN TO COMMERCIAL SHRIMP TRAWLING FOR HUMAN
CONSUMPTION FROM JANUARY 1, 2020 UNTIL 6:15 P.M. ON JANUARY 15, 2020. WATERS MAY BE CLOSED
PRIOR TO THEN SHOULD BIOLOGICAL OR ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS WARRANT SUCH A CLOSURE.

AS REQUIRED BY LAW, TRAWLING VESSELS MUST EMPLOY A NMFS-APPROVED TURTLE EXCLUDER
DEVICE (TED) WITH THE ESCAPE OPENING MODIFIED TO EXCLUDE LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLES IN
POWER-DRAWN NETS. NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN THAT FOOD SHRIMPERS UTILIZING TRAWL GEAR
SHOULD CHECK WITH BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES TO VERIFY CURRENT REQUIREMENTS FOR
BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICES (BRD).

A PORTION OF THE SAVANNAH RIVER NAVIGATIONAL CHANNEL BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH
JETTIES AND EASTWARD OF THE BUOY AT THE INNER END OF THE JETTIES, SOUTHEAST OF OYSTER
BED ISLAND, R "24", FL 4 SEC, WILL ALSO REMAIN OPEN TO FISHING WITH POWER-DRAWN NETS FOR
SHRIMP FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020 UNTIL 6:15 P.M. ON JANUARY 15, 2020.
WATERS MAY BE CLOSED PRIOR TO JANUARY 15 SHOULD BIOLOGICAL OR ENVIRONMENTAL
CONDITIONS WARRANT SUCH A CLOSURE. THAT AREA IN CHATHAM COUNTY KNOWN AS ESTELLE
BEACH WILL REMAIN CLOSED TO COMMERCIAL SHRIMPING.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN THAT THE SEASON FOR COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL CAST NETTING
AND BEACH SEINING FOR SHRIMP FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION WILL BE CLOSED EFFECTIVE JANUARY
15, 2020 AT 6:15 P.M. UNTIL JULY 15, 2020, UNLESS REOPENED EARLIER THROUGH ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDER.

THIS ACTION IS TAKEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH O.C.G.A. SECTIONS 27-4-130 AND 27-4-132, AND 27-4-133
AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF THE COMMISSIONER OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DATED DECEMBER 30, 2019.
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